
5 Tips for Using the Clone Stamp Tool 
Getting started with the Clone Stamp tool is simple. You just have to tell Photoshop two things: 
(1) where you want to replace the pixels (target area), and (2) from where Photoshop should 
take the pixels to use as replacements (source area). To use the Clone Stamp tool, just follow 
these steps: 

1. Select the Clone Stamp tool from the tool bar on the left side of your screen (you can 
also use the keyboard shortcut S). Once selected, set the brush size and hardness. 

2. Put your mouse cursor in the area where you want to change the pixels. 
3. Select the source area: Press the Option key (your cursor will become a target) and go 

to the location where you want to take pixels from (source area). Click your mouse in 
that location. 

4. Paint in the target area: Release the Option key and move your mouse back to the 
original location. Hold down the mouse button and paint over the target area. 

That is a simple process, but if you have used the Clone Stamp tool you realize that there is a 
lot more involved if you want to master it. This article will provide you with some tips to move 
you along the road towards conquering this important tool in Photoshop. 

1 – Work on a New Layer 
First, always create a new layer before 
making changes with the Clone Stamp tool. 
Any changes you make should be made on 
the new layer. You can flatten the image 
when you’re done. 
Why should you do this? There are many 
reasons. First of all, it is non-destructive – 
meaning you are not changing the 
underlying pixels of your image. In addition, 
when you use a layer, you can delete it if you 
don’t like where the changes are going.  

2 – Zoom in (way in) 
When working with the Clone Stamp tool, zoom in on the area you are working on. In fact, zoom 
way in (to 100% even). That will help isolate the area you are working on, and importantly, it will 
also allow you to work at a much greater level of detail than you otherwise would. Make your 
changes look as good as you can at this higher level of detail, then when you zoom back out, 
the changes will not be obvious (which is what you want). 



3 – Set Your Brush Size Using Keyboard Shortcuts 
You will change your brush size often when working with the Clone Stamp tool. You should do 
this often to make sure that your brush size is tailored to the change you are making. Use the 
keyboard shortcuts for changing brush size: 

● Left bracket [ makes brush smaller 
● Right bracket ] makes brush larger 

Using these keys will allow you to rapidly change your brush as needed.  
 

4 – Set the Proper Brush Hardness 
The Clone Stamp brush’s edges can be set to whatever hardness you desire. Hardness 
determines the level to which the cloning will blend in with the surrounding pixels. If you set the 
hardness level more toward 100%, the edges will be hard and definite. If you set the hardness 
more toward 0%, the edge will blend in with the surroundings. 
 
In general, keep the hardness level at 0%. That will help you seamlessly blend in the effect.  
 

5 – Watch Out for Accidental Patterns 
Usually a pattern is a dead giveaway that you cloned something out. In that case, the way to 
ensure that there will be no patterns is to keep resetting your source point. Sample from one 
area and clone one part, then sample from another area – repeat frequently. Keep doing that to 
blend everything together without repeating a pattern. 
 
 
 


